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the service of Arakan, was suspected of planning to unite with
the Dianga pirates in conquering Arakan. To forestall this
Minyazagyi attacked the place and massacred hundreds of
feringhi. Those who escaped seized the island of Sandwip, off
the Chittagong coast, in 1609, and for some years afterwards,
under SebastiSo Gonzales Tibao, carried on a most successful
policy of blackmail against Minyazagyi and his successor,
Minhkamaung (1612-22). In 1615, with forces augmented by a
fleet sent by the Viceroy of Goa, Tibao attacked Mrohaung
itself. He failed, Goa withdrew its support, and in 1617 the
Arakanese put an end to his depredations by capturing
Sandwip.
After this the feringhi returned to their old headquarters at
Dianga. They became once more the nominal subjects of
Arakan, and worked off their superfluous energy by annual
slave raids into Bengal. An Augustinian friar of Oporto,
Sebastiao Manrique, who was appointed vicar of Dianga in
1529, has left an interesting picture of their activities in the
journal of his travels, an English translation of which was
published in 1927 by the Hakluyt Society. He says that the
feringhi brought no less than 3400 slaves annually to Dianga.
While he was there, it was rumoured that Kong Thirithu-
damma (1622-38) was planning to administer a further dose of
the medicine with which Dianga had been treated in 1607. Fra
Manrique therefore was sent to Mrohaung in 1630 to persuade
the king to call off the projected attack.
His mission was successful, and during a six-months' stay
there he got on such good terms with the king, that he obtained
permission to build a Catholic church in the suburbs of
Daingri-pet for the use of the Portuguese mercenaries serving
in the Royal Guard. He also, like Floris, saw the Pegu loot, the
white elephant and Nandabayin's daughter, then a widow and
the Grand Dowager of the Court. She herself told him, with
deep emotion, the story of her sufferings.
In 1633 Manrique was again in Mrohaung, this time as the
adviser to a Portuguese envoy sent from Goa to treat with King
Thirithudamma. His stay was a lengthy one, and in 1635 he
witnessed the long-deferred coronation of the king. In his book
he describes it in glowing colours. The book is a truly remark-